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TEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquertcrs, 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry
APO San Francisco 96477

LIESSON PLAN

INSTRUCTIONAL UNIT: Battle Drill

TYPE: Oonference and practiecal application

TIME ALLOTTED: Two hours

CIASS PRESENTED TO: Platoons of 3«5 Cav

‘TOCLS, EQUIPMENT, AND MATERIALS: Qrganic equipment
PERSONNEL: Platoon leaders and key NCO's,

TRAINING ATDS: None. . _
REFERENCES: Armor Icader's Guide; Smecial Text 17#1-3.

STUDY ASSIGNMENIS: None.
TROOP REQUIREMENTS: None.
TRANSPORT.TION REQUIREMENTS: None,
1. INTRODUCTION (5 minutes)
a. Objective, To provide the Troops with irformation and practical |
exercise necessary to encble them to react effielently and lmmediately
t0 any hostile situction encountered by a platoon on the move,

be Reasons. To enable the troops to overcime the enemy or to reaet
to a dengerous situatipm with o minimm loss of life and equipment,

2, EXPLANATION (10 mimutes)
ae Platoon leader will move his platoon through verious selected
areas, presenting the platoon with different dry rmmn emergency situa~

tions, Platoon lcaders will observe the platoon!s actlons and make
corrections when nocessary.

be A1l situations should be dry fire exercises unless terrain and
friendly positions allow for live fire, Before the platoon leader or-
ders his croup to engage in live fire exercises, he showld consult a
higher command, Extreme caution should be the rule at all times,

c. Situantions,

(1) Vehicle hitting a mine,
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(2) Platoon leader's vehicle detonating a mine,
(3) Sporadic incoming morter and artillery fire,
(L) Heavy incoming morter and artillery fire,

(5) Incoming RPC fire from cithcr wide of a msiing

colwmn,

(6) Incoming RPG fire from the front or rear of a move
ing colunn,

(7) Incoming small arms fire from the flanks and/or
the front and rcar of a moving column,

(8) Sniper fire,
(9) Ambush of dismounted patrol,

(10) Swall arms fire taken by dismountcd sweep linc
when vchicles are supporting on line,

(11) Other situations at the discretion of the platoon
lecder, '

NOTE, Above siturtions and possible solutions are deoe
S—— . . Xy
scribed in deteill in Amnex A,

3., APPLICATION (100 minutes): See Annex A,

4. REVIEW: No formzl review necd be given, FHowever, ni%c» cach
situation is vrosented, a critique should be made by the nlsioon
lecader, Battle drill should be revicwed on a doily basis vhensver

time and preveiling circumstances permit

ANFEXES: Amnex A (4pplications)



Annex 4 (4pplications) to lesson Plan (Battle Drill) HQ, 3d Sgdn, Sth Cav
1. Vehiclg hitiing 2 mine,

ce A1l other vehicles immedintely go into o herring-bone or modified
herringebone og terrain dictates, If the surrounding terrain is heavily
vegetated, or if there ig a reasonable possibility th-t the enemy is pre-
sent, = quick rccon by fire of the flanks should % made,

b, Ordinerily, the aly vchicles changing positicns after “he dotone
ation of 2 minc should be the track caTrying the mcdic and the niztoon
deaderts or plotoon sergeant!s track moving to assess the sitvzivion,

The modic should ¢ismount a regsonable distance from the injured persone
nel, If no furthor cnemy activity is fortheoming, the platoon l:a<or

or platoon sergcent should dismount, preferahly with a radio » in orcer
to obtain an accirato assgssment of the injuries, eirment damage, ro
quired assistcince » ond the causes of the inciden’,

Ce Stewrity must be established for the disablcd vehicle and crew
as well as for the 17 if a MEDEVAC is necessary, This security can be
either dismounted or mounted, depending upen the terrzin and the pOssi~
bility of more minecs in the vieinity,  If the irmediate area has grass
over knee high, or if crater analysis indicated command detonation of
the mine, a mownted sweep of the surromding arca should be initinted
tmediately to insurc the security of the L7 and preclude any subscquent
cnony ottack, In addition, the sren within 150 ieters of the disabled
vehiele must be swept by the platoon's personnel skilled in mine detcetion
before vchicle recovery or platoon movement not vital to the initial
reaction is undortaken,

¢, Coreful coordination of these various tasks must be mace by the
platoon leader to avoid crossfires or confusion on the part of track
comanders, A1l porsonnel must bo extremely attentive to the Immodiste
situaticn; only those indivicuals needed t0 handle the MEDEVAGC and fule
fill the sccurity requirements should dismount, Priority should be given
to the security of the whole unit, while seconc concern should be the care
of injurec personnel, vehicle recovery, and cnalysis of the mining inei.
dent,

2e Platocn leaderts vehicle hitting & minc,

&e Alvhough this situation is similar to the previcus onc s logs of
either the ploteon leadorts or the platoon sergeant!s track and crew
necessitotes thc asswmption of respongibility by the next ranking or
nost capablc non-commiscioned officer who hes become prasticed in deale
ing with such a situation, Therefore » all dndividuals must be made aware
of the excct choin of command within the platoon,

be Comnnication nust be maintained with the higher net, and respon~
sibility with the Hlatoon must be shifted smoothly to insure its proper
functioning, R -
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Amnex & (Applications) to Lesson Plan (Battle Drill) HQ, 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav

3¢ Sporadic incoming mortar or crtillery fire,

2o Whon incoming mortar or ertillery fire doess not appear to be
of sufficicnt intensity to warrant preperation for imminent ground
attack, the platoon on the move s 1f not under other specific orders s
should move immediztely out of the impact arca, Proper interval should
be mainteined betweon 21l vehicles which should have cvery hatch opcn,
Controlled recon by fire with designated weapons may be initiated ot the
discretion of the platoon leader,

b, If the plotoonts route appears to become channelized, and if tho
element is not moving to contact s _consideration should be give to move-

‘ment back through the arca recently cleared, If the mission requirc-

ments necessitatc movement forwerd through inereasingly rough terrain,
controlled spced, recon by fire s and constant observation are of the
utmost importonce, Attempts should also be made to determine the loca-
tion(s) of enemy indirect fire weapons in orcer that artillery or orgon-
ic mortar fire mey be directed upon these areos,.

Lh. Heavy incoming mortar or artillery fire,

a. Intense indivect fire indicates that the platoon on the move has
been and is under close obscervation, snd that in all probability a groud

- atteck is imminent, Recon by fire with all organic weapons, after +the

safety of 2ll fricndly units in the immeciste area 4s insured, should
be initicted as soon as possible. Concemtrnted fires should be brought
to bear on likely avenues of eneny anproach, >

bs If 211 vehicles are operationel, an attempt should be made to
clear the crca under fire; but a heavy volume of incoming fire probae-
bly means thzt the enemy has clready begun o coordinated plan of sttack,
In this situntion planning counter~-offensive moves, vehicle prositions,
and scctaws of fire becoumes as important as devising o wy out of the
killing zone, If a vchicle has been immobilized by indirect fire,
quick transferrcl of wounded personnel to oncrotional vehicles, followsd
by meovenent to o safer area for MEDEVAC is the cnly feasible way to min-
imize casualtics. Of course s if 2 ground atiack should cccur, movement
to clear and mecical evacuntion become secondary to the problems of
defensive acticn,

Sy 6, and 7, Incoming RPG and small arms fire from the flanks and/or
the front and/or roar of a moving column,

a. This situation is a2 mony sided problem with only a single guid-
ing rule: return fire and manuever accorcing to the situntion, Whether
the ebeny is on & hit-and-run mission or is plenning a full scale atbush,
a heavy velume cf fire and well-practiced movment will put many enemv
personnel cut of action quickly and probably cause further incoming to
be inaccurate
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ammox & (Lpplicaticns) to Lesson Plan (Babtle Drill) HQ, 3¢ Sqdn, Sth Cav

b, PFire frun one flank should be countered by at least half the
pletoon turning cut to thot flank and reccting with meximum anc, hope-
fully, cverwhelming fire., Designated vehicles must be oriented with
their fire dircetcc upon the opposite flank, front, onc rear unless tere
rain is too open o allow a two- or three-Cimensional attack. If cnemy
locations ere known, the fired-on flank ghould sweep over these posit=
ions, but corc must be token to eavoid overshooting them., This situation
would force vehicles to turn around and fire back in the direction of
friendly clements.,

c. TIn the case of attack from both sides or where terrain orohi-
bits movement off the trail, = herring-bone-and-fire formation should
be employed automatically, with the vehicles constantly moving back-
wards and forwerds 1o provide o more difficult toiget for enemy gunners

d. TWhere fire comes from the front or rear ¢ ihe column, the pla-
toon should come on line with designated securiuy »lements to the flanks
and recr and then proceed to sweep slowly with a heavy volume of firc
being directed townrds the source of the incuning.

c. When o vehicle has been hit or persomnel wounded, primary
consideration must be given to neutralizing the enemy positions, while
amergency trectment of the wounded and the seccurity of the downed vehis-
cle(s) become of secondary importance, Under such circumstances, how-
ever, it may be necessory to forego extensive counter-offensive opera-
tions in favor of remoining wholly or partly in the area of the wounded,

f. is in a1l such contacts, /RA and ertillery should be called in
at the first opportunity, though they cannot be counted on until they
hove actually fired some rounds,

8. Sniper firc.

s, When it con be determined that incoming small arms fire is be~
ing directed from one or two isolated areas and that such fire is not
the prelude to impending contact, there is not a very wide ronge of
alternmatives. Recon by fire of the surrounding orez, coupled with move-
ment to o more concealed position is about 211 that can be done, If
the sourcc of the fire can be determined, awtomatic wecpons fire, organ-
ic morter firc, cnd/or ARA and artillery fire con be directed into the
area, In eddition, o mounted sweep through suspeeted encmy positions,
meking full use of sporadic recen by fire, may force the enemy to reveol
his hiding places,

9. Anbush gg_ dismountcd natrol.

2, Initiclly, contcet with the enemy must be handled along infonw
try lincs: The potrol must react 2s a scunc of two fire teams capable
of supporting by fire anc panuevering either to overcome the enemy or
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fnnex 4 (4pplications) to Lesson Plan (Rattle Drill) Hy, 3d Sqdn, Sth Cav

to break contact while waiting for mounted reinforcement or close air
gupport, These actions presuppose an eight ©o ten man dismounted patrol
led by a capable non~commissioned officer and organized into teams e-
quipped with radio, smoke, frags, and other standard combat gear,

be If vehiculer movement is nossible, the nlatoon should rapidly,
but ecarefully, deploy into close support or physical contact with ground
elements who should be using smoke to mark the limits of their position,
Fast reaction time can be achieved only when individual tracks maintzin
a postwre of reacdiness whenever dismounted RIF's arc employed, Agnin,
1t should be remembercd that the concentrated fire available to an z¥mored
platoon is far superior to that carried by any ground patrol and; ih most
cases, supcrior to anything the enemy con offer,

c. If the ferrain restricts track movement s the patrol, uniess
defiladed from friendly fire s must rely on its own reac”lons aad the
pPlatoon's organic 8lmm morters. Artillery fire and fri.rdly ij.2mm
will usually be too slow and difficult to adjust, thougih they cannot
"be ruled out., The actions of the patrol become dependent on the patrol
leaderts cstimote of the situation, Small encny elements may be disposcd
of with infantry tactics, but when large forces are present, it is advisge
~able to break contoct. When contact has been brolken and the natrol has
returned to its vchicles, or when the patrol hos become pinned down, ARA
and artillery should be used, Agoin, friendly positions should be marked
- with smoke. As 2 last resort, a second dismounted patrol may hove to be
used as relicf or for cvacustion of the wounded,

de As a general rule, patrols should not extend themselves beyond
the platoonfs range or capability to react,

10, Smell arms firc taken by dismounted sweep line when vehicles ore
Supporting on dine,

2. This is o relathwlyessy situntion to handle if proper control
is being exercised over dismounted elements, Normally positionsd, and
walking between vchicles on line, persomnel need only return fire and
then move to the tracks under cover of automatie weapons from the ve~
hicles, A1l vehicle cormanders must insurc that they have visual con~ _
tact with ground forces, while flanking vchicles must be prepared to tuen
thelr hoaviest armament towards their res-ective flanks, —

be In case dismounted elements are forwerd of the tracks on line

because of terrain or other factors, automatic weapons firc must be with-
held until a iroper tactical cssessment con be mace, The responsible non-
commissionec officer om the ground must control the retwrn fire and direct
his element, devencing on a quick cstimatc of enemy size and disposition
and of the terrain, cither to dispose of the enemy or to drop back o the
sweep line, The platoon on line should be moving forward in support, but
carc must be taken to avold overrunning gromnd persomnel., Once the dig-
mounted personncl have returned to the vehicles, or when the nlatoon on
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Annex A (Applicaticns) to lesson Plen (Bottle Drill) HQ, 3¢ Sqén, 5th Co

line hes swept throvgh its ground perscinel, standord tactits moy be eme
ployed to necutralizc the enemy, These tactics include comtinuation of
the sweep, flenking movements, and various forms of cordon &nd search
operations,

Cco It shouvld be rememberec that in this type .of operation cevalry
is far better cquipped to counter the enemy threat thon are friendly .
groupd clements whose main function is to conduct & therough search
of the area, 4 Cismount to the front of platoon wehicles must be well
controlled and equipped with a dismounted racdio and smoke grenndes for
further coordination with supporting tracks, The area to the rear of
the sweep may or may nct be considered secure, depending on the platoon
leacerts estimate of the thorougmess of his swoep, Extreme caution must
be cxercised to avoid the possibility of an cnemy flankiog momment, In
heavy terrain, & rcar security element may be advisablio i ncs necessary.



